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GLEMSFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 14TH OCTOBER 2008 
 
 
Present  Lucy Knox   Neil Gurr    

John Suttle   Len Young 
   Rex Thake   Newman Ford 
 
In attendance  Sara Sunderland 
   Richard Kemp   
 
Apologies  Lynne Bloomfield (away) 
   Colin Parmenter (working) 
   Neil Searle (family bereavement) 
 
044 MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 9th September 2008, having previously been 
circulated, were adopted and signed. 
 
PROPOSED: Cllr. Thak   SECONDED:  Cllr. Young 
 

045 POLICE MATTERS 
 

Darren Marshall attended the meeting and reported that Stephanie Rowe was a new 
officer.  Lucy Rout had now joined the police force and was in training.  Reports had 
been made of excess military helicopters over the area and PC Marshall explained 
that these were training from Wattisham.  The force now have a mobile police station 
which would be used by bother officers and PCSOs.  

 
046 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 

Mary Langley and Carole Fletcher from the WI presented the first draft of the 
proposed village sign which would be made of wrought iron.   The approximate price 
of £4,500 included all hand forged galvanised materials and painting.  They had been 
advised that the sign would need no maintenance.  The blacksmith was busy until the 
end of next March so there was ample time to now write to organisations and ask for 
funding.  £500 had been given so far and with other promised donations this should 
be over £1000. 
 
The donation from Parish Council would be discussed at the precept meeting. 

 
Mr. Callender asked about the street light on Hunts Hill.  He was advised by the clerk 
that because of health and safety issues, this had not been mended.  Council were in 
the process of changing their maintenance contract from Carillion to Suffolk County 
Council and when this had been finalised it was hoped that the problematic street 
lights would be rectified. 

 
Mr. Callender reported that the Good Neighbour Scheme had been operating since 
April of this year.  At present they were averaging two call outs per week and had 
seventeen CRB checked volunteers and four more in the pipeline.  A total of 24 
clients were presently registered who might want help in the future.  A grant of £500 
had been received which had paid for CRB checks and insurances.  They had over 
half the original money left, but £100 had also been donated by one of their clients. 
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 The Good Neighbourhood Scheme were trying to raise some money and would be 
providing afternoon tea on Saturday November 8th.  This would consist of two sittings 
and would be waitress served.   

 
Mr. Callender reported that he was interested in reviving the Film Club in Glemsford.  
He understood that four council members had undergone training.  Cllr. Gurr 
informed him that this was the case and when the film showings had been 
investigated after, it was ascertained that the costs and logistics were not practical 
for the village, also the films on offer were not new and topical. 
 
Mr. Callender explained that it was possible to run a private club which would only 
necessitate members paying an annual membership fee.  This would provide 
quarterly programmes and also provide refreshments in the middle of any films 
showed.  The club would need a public video screening licence which would cost £75 
plus VAT a year. This would then enable the club to show as many films as possible.  
Mr. Callender would be happy to arrange a meeting and proceed on a low budget.  
The Teenagers Speak Out Loud project had been given a grant and Patrick Prigg had 
said that the film club could use their projection equipment.   

 
047 SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT  
 

The consultation period for the structural review of Suffolk has officially come to an 
end. The Boundary Committee now has until 19th December to make its final 
recommendation to the Secretary of State. 
 
Suffolk County Council have agreed to allow members of the public to ask questions 
at future council meetings. 
 

048 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS  
 

At a meeting of the procurement task group last week it was decided to propose to 
the council that due to the boundary changes, no new contracts would be given out.  
If the present contractor has been a success then the council will negotiate with them 
for a further year. 

 
049 CLERK’S REPORT 
  

The Clerk had been in contact with Babergh and had been informed that no new 
recycling banks would be sited at the village hall as it was felt that access was not 
satisfactory. 

 
Letters had been received from two parishioners about the current vacancy.  Tracey 
Sansum would be co-opted onto the Council at the next meeting, and a letter would 
be sent to the other applicant, informing him that he would be advised when another 
vacancy was available. 

 
The new development at Crownfield Road would be named Abbitts Place. 

 
Notification had been received that closure of Shepherds Lane is required from 10 to 
14 November 2008 (0930hrs to 1530hrs) for British Telecom poling and cabling 
works. 

 
During the period of closure the alternative route will be via the B1061 Lion Road – 
C682 Cavendish Lane – U7351 New Street – Plum Street and vice versa. 
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The extended 30mph speed limit on Park Lane was now in force. 
 
The Clerk had been contacted by the owner of Shepherds Cottage on Fern Hill.  Over 
the past fifteen years damage had occurred on many occasions tro the front wall of 
the property.  This was caused in the main by large farm vehicles driving from 
Fenstead End and trying to turn left onto Braggons Hill.  Local people understood 
that this manoeuvre was not possible, and large vehicles need to go into the village, 
turn round and approach the road from the right.  Council had been asked whether a 
weight limit could be applied to the road.  Councillors were all concerned that this 
would not be viable due to the necessity of farm vehicles and heavy machinery using 
the road, but the Clerk would contact Suffolk County Council and ask for guidance. 
 
The play area had been topped with bark. 
 
Cllr. Parmenter had asked that a meeting be arranged to discuss the Social Club and 
Village Hall plans as there had been significant developments.  This was arranged for 
22nd October at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 

 
050 Financial Matters 
 

Account Status         
 

Income    33513.50  
Expenditure     8521.21  
Cash in hand   45558.70    
Petty Cash      605.10         
High Interest   45174.11   
Sports Club     2824.99        

 
Payments made out of Council 

 
 Carillion      1010.65 
 Carillion        335.85 
 Heart Internet       352.49 
 Viking Direct       107.02 
 GE Money         29.99 
 J.I. Turner       399.50 
 Chilton Office Supplies        23.44 
 Inland Revenue       577.06 
 
051 Planning Matters 
 
 New Applications 
 

B/08/01407/FUL Black Lion, Lion Road 
Erection of timber framed shelter. 
 
Agreed to recommend this application for approval. 

 
PROPOSED: Cllr. Suttle  SECONDED:  Cllr. Gurr 

 
B/08/01524/CEU Station House, Lower Road 
Application for Certificate of Lawfulness of an Existing Use – use of Station Cottage as 
a separate residential dwelling. 
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Councillors discussed the properties and agreed that they had always known them to 
be two separate dwellings.  Cllr. Suttle stated that as far as he was aware this had 
always been the case. 

 
PROPOSED: Cllr. Ford    SECONDED:  Cllr. Suttle  

 
 Applications Granted 
 

B/08/01151/FHA/AS  Oaklands, Drapery Common 
Erection of single-storey side extension. 

 
B/08/01036/FHA/AS  35 Tye Green 
Erection of single garage and garden wall.  (Demolition of existing garage). 

 
B/08/01254/FHA 26 Long Pastures 
Erection of rear/side conservatory. 

 
B/08/01118/FHA/CJT Enderley, Skates Hill 
Erection of 3 no. two-storey extensions and extensions to increase height of the 
existing dwelling (to enable first-floor accommodation to be provided).   

 
Applications Refused 

 
B/08/01142/FUL/GC  The Patches, Cavendish Lane 
Erection of 1 ½ storey dwelling.  Alterations to existing vehicular access. 

 
B/08/01052/FUL  Land north of Crownfield Road 
Erection of 58 no. dwellings, garage and associated infrastructure. 

 
053 Village Hall 
 

Allsorts had asked if Velcro squares could be placed on the walls around the hall to 
display their artwork.  Councillors had already seen the squares left on the sports 
cupboard which could now not be removed, so it was decided that this should not be 
permitted.   

 
PROPOSED:  Cllr Ford   SECONDED:  Cllr. Suttle 

 
The Clerk would ask Sid Turner to repair the blinking strip light in the main hall. 
 
Cllr. Ford agreed that he would remove the flaky paint from the ceiling before the 
next meeting. 

 
054 Any other matters 
 

Cllr. Thake expressed his disappointment that no members had attended the recent 
planning training at Babergh, and urged councillors to attend courses whenever 
feasible. 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8pm.  Next meeting 
11th November 2008 
 
Approved ……………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Date  ...……………………………………………………………………………….. 
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