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GLEMSFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON  
2ND DECEMBER 2008  

 
 

 
Present  Len Young   Lucy Knox   
   Neil Gurr   Richard Kemp   
   Colin Parmenter   Lynn Bloomfield   
   John Suttle   Tracey Sansum 
   Rex Thake    
 
Apologies  Neil Searle 

Sara Sunderland 
Newman Ford 

 
068 CLARE Action Group 
 
 

CLARE - Clare local area for rural education in attendance.  Suzanne explained the 
history of the group which started nearly three years ago as a group of six parents. 
Clare Middle School will close in 2011 and the group would like the site to be used for 
a secondary school.  The draft working proposal was circulated to the Parish Council. 
The group are looking for extending services on the site, and have already met with 
Jim Knight in October at the Houses of Parliament.  He was enthusiastic and the 
group were now waiting to hear if they can publish the document. 
 
The group explained they would use the existing school fabric where ever possible 
and a new access road was shown to council. 
 
It was proposed to move the main school entrance to the middle of the school. 
All weather sports pitches and pool would be used by the local community and not 
exclusively for school students. The site would also be an ideal location for the Clare 
fire service that need to relocate. 
 
Cllr Parmenter asked how it was proposed to finance the project.  A 4Million pound 
figure was estimated and the costings were included in the draft proposal left with 
council. 
 
Cllr Knox asked for the timescale for opening.  The group explained that realistically 
this would be the day following the disbandonment of Clare middle so that existing 
students could remain and effectively move straight up to upper school. 

 
069 MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 11th November, having been previously 
circulated, were approved and signed. 

 
 PROPOSED: Cllr. Bloomfield  SECONDED:  Cllr. Young 
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070 District Councillors’ Reports 
 

The dates from Babergh matters were all incorrect so it may have to go to reprint. 
 

Cllr. Young Len left council fuel poverty report to be circulated. 
  
It was asked if the Clerk could ascertain who is responsible for cleaning away leaves 
around the Highbank area. 

 
071 Planning Matters 
 

New Applications 
 
            B/08/01691/FHA                     15 First Avenue 

Retention of 2m high boundary fence. 
 
 Agreed to recommend this application for approval. 
 
 PROPOSED: Cllr. Parmenter  SECONDED: Cllr. Sansum 
 
 B/08/01733/FUL Patches House, Cavendish Lane 

Change of use of vacant amenity to residential amenity of existing building. 
 
Cllrs. Bloomfield and Knox declared an interest and took no further part in the 
conversation. 

 
Agreed to recommend this application for refusal due to concerns over further 
development, and overdevelopment of the site together with poor vehicular access.  
It was also noted that the proposed application would be outside the building 
envelope. 
 
PROPOSED: Cllr. Parmenter  SECONDED:  Cllr. Suttle 
 
B/08/01676/RES 20 Bells Lane 
Submission of details under O.P.P. B/06/01583/OUT – the design and external 
appearance of and the landscaping of the site for the erection of detached dwelling.  
Alterations to existing vehicular access. 

 
Agreed to recommend this application for approval. 
 
PROPOSED: Cllr. Parmenter   SECONDED:  Cllr. Suttle 

 
B/08/01684/FHA 22 Brook Street 
Erection of two-storey side and rear extension. 

 
 Agreed to recommend this application for approval. 
 
 PROPOSED: Cllr. Knox   SECONDED:  Cllr. Suttle 
 

Applications Refused 
 

B/08/01407/FUL/GC  Black Lion, Lion Road 
Retention of timer framed shelter. 
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072 Village Hall and Youth Facilities Park 
 

The Chairman expressed concerns about the recent working party meeting and the 
lack of physical presence from the Parish Council. Cllr. Parmenter stated that it was 
difficult because every group wants more room. Cllr. Thake suggested that council 
take note of all comments and explain we can not give everyone what they want. It 
was suggested the groups submit in writing to council suggestions and then given 
merits would be considered.  Cllr. Parmenter reported that the Social Club were still 
waiting for the plans to be approved by Babergh. A full plan will be submitted to 
Babergh in January with the recommendations given taken on board. 

 
Cllr. Thake stated that it would be well into the New Year before any application will 
be before Parish Council and stated that the main issue council will have is with the 
outside of the building and not the interior where planning is concerned. 

 
 
073 Any other business 
 

The Chairman stated that the Parish Council were becoming a little disjointed again 
when raising questions.  It was suggested that in future meetings the Vice-chairman 
would take questions and route as appropriate  If the question is deemed incorrectly 
routed the Chair can interrupt, and the rest of council should remain silent as per our 
standing orders.  As a trial, the next meeting in January will be at 19:15 as 
councillor(s) are struggling to make 19:00.  

 
All councillors would like information via e-mail except Cllr. Suttle who would like all 
of his correspondence via Royal Mail. 

 
Cllr. Thake commented that the young ladies who run the ‘shout out loud’ AKA 
(T.I.G.E.R, Tye Green all together) had strong words with the teenage boys about 
rude disruptive behaviour and heavy handedness with the youths equipment. It was 
stated that again apathy has prevailed and the main problem is volunteers.  The 
youths meet every Monday as a drop in centre, time 19:30. 

 
Cllr. Suttle asked if there had been any feedback about the drainage at the church.  
Cllr. Kemp would look into this. 

 
Cllr. Young thanked the Parish Council on behalf of the Angels for donations received. 

 
Cllr. Kemp asked for volunteers for school governors at Glemsford as they now have 
four vacancies. 

 
Long Melford have serious concerns about the double payment for a police 
community support officer shared between Melford and Glemsford, and also the way 
they would be resourced and managed.  

 
The chairman asked Cllr. Thake how Parish Council  could utilise his expertise in 
planning matters. Cllr. Thake will explore perhaps a training session for councillors by 
way of a workshop. 

 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 20.46. 
 
Next meeting 13th January 2008 

 
Approved ……………………………………………… 
Signed …………………………………………………… 
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