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Message from Councillor John Ward
Leader of Babergh District Council

Increasing the number of affordable homes available for local people in our districts is one of our top priorities. We have therefore
built the first council homes in Babergh for three decades in partnership with local communities. Local people have already moved
into their new homes in Lavenham, and others will be moving in Glemsford from this spring.
All new tenants have to demonstrate their strong local connections to the community as part of our commitment to providing homes for local
families in most need. There are plans for 210 more new homes to be delivered by Babergh District Council by 2021, of which 27 have
already been acquired and there are firm plans for up to 34 more.
Supporting and growing our local economy is another of our top priorities. Sudbury has always been one of the key focal points for our local
economy, so last summer we started to develop a vision, with local residents and stakeholders for revitalising the town centre. With this in
mind the council also plans to make major investments in Sudbury over the next few years. The council has also recently agreed to invest
£3.4M in the council’s leisure centres in Sudbury and Hadleigh.
We have made it quicker, easier and more convenient for you to contact us at a time of your choosing via our new website, a new single
telephone number and a new customer access point at the Town Hall in Old Market Place, Sudbury.
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We have also moved our back office staff into the same building as Suffolk County Council and the Clinical Commissioning
Groups (Health) in order to better join up everything we do together for the benefit of our residents. This will also save £5.8M in
running costs over the next 10 years. All these savings, of your money, will be reinvested into other services for our residents.
As well as making savings the council is also working hard to generate new sources of income through other financial
investments. These are anticipated to produce £1.5M in 2018/19 alone, which again will be reinvested into council services for
you.

However, as core funding from the Government decreases again this financial year and reduces to zero by 2019/20, we have
made the difficult decision to increase our slice of the council tax by 3.25%, equivalent to £3.89 per year for a Band B property.
This means that the largest properties in the district will pay £10 more per year and the smallest homes will pay an extra £3.33
per annum to help fund Babergh District Council.
But to help protect our most vulnerable households further, the council has decided that residents most in need will only have to
pay 5% per cent of their council tax bill. This is a decrease of the 8.5% that was previously charged.
Finally, it is important to remember that Babergh District Council only receives approximately 10% of your total council tax bill –
most of it goes to fund other public services including the county council, police, town and parish councils, which we just collect
on their behalf.

Achievements 2017/18 Community Capacity Building Engagement

Achievements 2017/18 Business Growth & Increased Productivity

Achievements 2017/18 Housing Delivery -Priority

Achievements 2017/18 Enabled & Efficient

Achievements 2017/18 - Assets & Investments
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